Running head: RESEARCH ON THE CRIME RATE TREND IN OMAHA, NEBRASKA	1
RESEARCH ON THE CRIME RATE TREND IN OMAHA, NEBRASKA	15








Research on the Crime Rate Trend in Omaha, Nebraska
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliations


Abstract
The crime rate has been increasing in the United States in the past five years. In Nebraska, the crime rate has been low, but in the past five years, some fluctuations have been noticed in crime rate trends. This study examines the crime rate in Omaha City in comparison to other five cities in Nebraska in the last five years. This research is both quantitative and qualitative, with the rate of change calculated and used to determine the effectiveness of the chief’s strategy. Based on archival records and documents sources, this research looks into the crime rate in Nebraska’s six cities including Aurora, Lincoln, Valley, Central City, Ashland, and Omaha Cities. The data obtained from the https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s is recorded and the rate of change calculated. The results indicate that crime has been decreasing in Omaha and the other cities in Nebraska. This research concludes that Omaha’s chief’s strategy is effective because the rate of crime has been significantly reducing in the past five years except for 2015 when the number went up by about 4 percent.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Paper on the Crime Rate Trend in Omaha, Nebraska
[bookmark: _Toc531962370]Introduction
Criminologists and sociologists have always focused on the geographical distribution and the determinants linked to urban crime for decades. They believe that crime emanates from the social stress and conflicts and that the level of crime in the neighborhood is highly determined by the geographic as well as socioeconomic contexts. Like many states in the U.S. Nebraska has witnessed an increased crime rate in the past two years. Despite being low in the previous decades, statistics on crime level shows that Nebraska was hit by the devastating crime phenomenon in 2015 and 2016. Despite the leadership effectiveness and strategies to curb crime, the whole Nebraska witnessed serious crime-related problems in 2015 which increased the crime rate in 2016 by 2 percent. This study aims at looking at the effectiveness of the Nebraska police department in responding to the crime incidences in the past five years. Based on a qualitative case study design, this paper examines the crime rate in Omaha City, Nebraska to facilitate the development of proper interventions to help reduce the crime level.
[bookmark: _Toc531962371]Literature Review
Research shows that the number of crimes report to Nebraska police department has been fluctuating, with a slight increase in 2015. According to Ricketts and Fisher (2016), there was a 9.1% decrease in crime in 2015, but also rose in 2016. For many years, Nebraska has been known to have experienced the most increased incarceration rate in the U.S between 2009 and 2014 (Abdullah, 2016). According to Abdullah (2016), the analysis of U.S. prison population trend between 1999 to 2014 shows that Nebraska is among the top leading states with the highest incarceration rates with about 21.7% of the prison population in the U.S. Omaha City has tried to make interventions through policy frameworks to help reduce the rate of crime and eventually the number of incarcerated. According to Abdullah (2016), the amendment of the LB 690 to LB 910 aimed at reducing the number of incarcerated to decongest the prisons. The amendment aimed at changing the provisions of the parole administration. However, with the high incarceration rate, it means that the crime levels are also up because people cannot be arrested and jailed without committing a crime. 
Omaha is the largest city in the State of Nebraska with a population of about 446,000 people. However, with the interventions undertaken by the local policing system, including the lawmakers and the law enforcement departments, the level of crime in Omaha has reduced significantly in the past decades. This statement is affirmed by Zhang and Peterson (2007) who explain that crime data in the early 2000s indicate that crime has been reducing over the years. According to the authors, the original data filed which contained about seven types of crimes such as assault, robbery, larceny, burglary, misdemeanor, and auto-theft indicate that these are the main types of crimes that the police and the law enforcement agency as a whole in Omaha city and Nebraska as a whole has been focusing on (Zhang & Peterson, 2007). However, recent study seems to show that the crime rate has been low and high in the past three years, specifically in 2016 and 2017. The increased rate of crime in Omaha City has been blamed on the inaccessibility of resources by the city dwellers. According to McCarty (2010), isolation from the community services seems to be the key problem that leads to the high number of criminal cases. With the population of the city increasing gradually, the number of unemployed and uneducated also rises, which creates more problems for the city and its dwellers.
[bookmark: _Toc531962372]Theoretical Model
Sociologists and criminologists seem to agree on one thing, that crime is as a result of complexes that are based on the system model. This research will rely on social disorganization theory to explain the causes and understand the impacts of crime in the City of Omaha. According to social disorganization theorists, high levels of poverty, residential instability as well as ethnic heterogeneity are among the key factors that result in increased crime rate. This theoretical model supports this research as it indicates higher crime rates in the City of Omaha, Nebraska. Despite being the largest city in Nebraska, Omaha City still has a greater number of its citizens unemployed, which results in poverty. Compared to other cities like Lincoln where there is good public housing system, Omaha city dwellers find it difficult to share the limited resources available including schools, hospitals and public houses. 
[bookmark: _Toc531962373]Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc531962374]Research Design 
This research adopted a partial quantitative and qualitative case study research design. Compared to the quantitative designs, the qualitative case study is beneficial in my research because it focuses on a phenomenon in rich detail. Also, this research is appropriate because the samples are small and manageable with the analysis involving narrative descriptions and interpretations. For this research, the researcher aimed at studying the crime rate trend in Omaha, Nebraska in the past five years. As a design, this research paper adopted a multiple-case study design to examine the crime rate trend in Omaha City and other cities like Lincoln in Nebraska to help determine the effectiveness of the law enforcement strategies as well as provide proper interventions to the identified problems. Since the multiple-case design approach is based on theory and not populations, the evaluations of the results can support both qualitative and quantitative process and outcomes. Therefore, since this research includes both quantitative and qualitative data, the two research methodology approaches are appropriate. 
[bookmark: _Toc531962375]Subjects and Sampling 
For the present study, the sampling method adopted is purposive because in the case study method, a collection of documents related to the topic involved requires familiarity with the population or subjects. Having grown in Omaha City, the research believes that the case is purposefully selected.
[bookmark: _Toc531962376]Data Collection 
As a case study, data collection was based on two main sources of data such as documents and archival records. For the documents, the researcher searched for the newspapers, articles and administrative records that seem to show the crime rate trend and the policy interventions in Omaha City in the past five years. Secondly, archival records also served as a great importance in collecting data that was used in analyzing the topic. These records include survey records and year, type of crime and the statistics. For the archival records, the researcher relied on https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s that shows the crime rate in different cities Nebraska. 
[bookmark: _Toc531962377]Ethical Consideration 
Ethics is important in research because it indicates what are good and bad as well as the moral obligations of the researcher. For this research paper, the researcher applied the three fundamental principles of moral behaviour that apply at least in theory to everyone, the principle of conduct developed by a the sociologists and criminologists, and also the systematic study of the beliefs of the people of the Omaha as well as the behavior they exhibit relevant to morality. For instance, the researcher ensured that the research conducted does not have harmful effects on subjects or the people of Omaha city.
[bookmark: _Toc531962378]Limitations 
Different limitations emerged in the process of this research, which could affect the outcome. First, the research was based on both qualitative and quantitative, which made it difficult to make a general conclusion based on one aspect. Since both quantitative and qualitative data were used, the conclusion was drawn from the qualitative side. Secondly, the research period was short and this could have affected the outcome of the result. Collecting data and analyzing them to enable the researcher to draw a valid conclusion requires some time. But, due to the limited time period, the data analysis could have been affected by that factor.
[bookmark: _Toc531962379]Expected Outcomes 
This research is expected to help in providing analysis on the current rate of crime in Omaha City in Nebraska, which will be useful in designing interventions to help understand why there has been an increase in the crime rate in the past recent years and how to solve the problem. Crime rate has been low in the past decades, but from 2015, the rate went up to 2017. From this preview, it is evident enough that something is wrong and solutions must be found to help return Omaha City and Nebraska State to where it was in terms of crime level in the past two decades.
[bookmark: _Toc531962380]Data Analysis and Findings 
This research used both qualitative and quantitative methods in the analysis of data collected through the documents and archival sources. Qualitatively, data obtained from the documents such as administrative records, articles and newspapers were analyzed through the document analysis approach. Quantitatively, the collected data from the websites were analyzed using the percentage increase and decrease formulas as shown below. 
Calculation of the percentage increase:
First: Work out the difference (increase) between the two numbers being compared.
Increase = New Number - Original Number
Then:  divide the increase by the original number and multiply the answer by 100.
% increase = Increase ÷ Original Number × 100.
If the answer is a negative number then this is a percentage decrease.
Calculation of the percentage decrease:
First: work out the difference (decrease) between the two numbers getting compared.
Decrease = Original Number - New Number
Then: divide the decrease by the original number and multiply the answer by 100.
% Decrease = Decrease ÷ Original Number × 100
If the answer is a negative number then this is a percentage increase.
	City
	Year
	Robbery
	Murder
	Agg Assault
	Rape
	Auto Theft
	Burglary
	Theft
	All Part 1. Crimes 

	Omaha City
	2013
	718
	42
	1,505
	184
	3,080
	3,509
	12,519
	21,557

	
	2014
	723
	32
	1,523
	180
	3,146
	2,997
	12,910
	21,511

	Rate of Change
	
	0.7%
	-23%
	1.2%
	2.2%
	2.14%
	-14.6%
	3.12%
	-0.028%

	
	2015
	655
	48
	1,452
	174
	2,543
	2,160
	11,558
	18,590

	Rate of Change
	
	-9.4%
	50%
	-4.66%
	-3.3%
	-19.2%
	-27.9%
	-10.8%
	-1.358%

	
	2016
	610
	29
	1,647
	245
	3,125
	2,111
	11,571
	19,338

	Rate of Change
	
	-6.9%
	-39.6%
	13.4%
	40.8%
	22.9%
	-2.3%
	0.11%
	4.02%

	
	2017
	576
	36
	1,564
	208
	2,926
	2,312
	11,500
	19,149

	Rate of Change
	
	-5.6%
	19.4%
	-5.04%
	-15.1%
	-6.4%
	9.5%
	-0.61%
	-0.98%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lincoln City 
	2013
	212
	5
	631
	142
	306
	1,423
	7,625
	10,344

	
	2014
	205
	7
	554
	152
	325
	1,305
	7,452
	9,998

	Rate of Change 
	
	-3.3%
	40%
	12.2%
	7.04%
	6.21%
	8.3%
	-10.6%
	-3.34%

	
	2015
	214
	1
	617
	193
	361
	1,328
	7,344
	10,058

	Rate of change 
	
	-4.4%
	-85.7%
	11.4%
	26.97%
	11.07%
	1.8%
	-1.45%
	0.6%

	
	2016
	191
	10
	583
	222
	352
	1,261
	7,117
	9,736

	Rate of change 
	
	-10.75%
	11.1%
	-5.51%
	15.02%
	-2.5%
	-5.04%
	-3.09%
	-3.2%

	
	2017
	209
	6
	401
	222
	321
	1,136
	6,743
	9,038

	Rate of change 
	
	9.42%
	-40%
	-31.2%
	0%
	-8.8%
	-9.9%
	-5.3%
	-7.17%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ashland City 
	2013
	2
	0
	14
	4
	10
	27
	163
	220

	
	2014
	2
	0
	18
	1
	13
	22
	125
	181

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	28.6%
	-75%
	30%
	-18.5
	-23.3%
	-17.7%

	
	2015
	2
	0
	10
	1
	4
	22
	191
	230

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	44.4%
	0%
	-64.3%
	0%
	52.8%
	27.1%

	
	2016
	1
	0
	11
	1
	9
	29
	160
	211

	Rate of change 
	
	-50%
	0%
	10%
	0%
	55.6%
	31.8%
	16.2%
	-8.3%

	
	2017
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0
	11
	14

	Rate of change 
	
	-100%
	0%
	-81%
	0%
	-100%
	-100%
	-93%
	-93%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Aurora City 
	2013
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	17
	12
	32

	
	2014
	0
	0
	6
	2
	2
	13
	23
	46

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	100%
	50%
	0%
	-23.5%
	91.6%
	43.8%

	
	2015
	0
	0
	10
	2
	2
	9
	24
	47

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	66.7%
	0%
	0%
	30.8%
	4.3%
	2.2%

	
	2016
	0
	0
	14
	2
	5
	7
	29
	57

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	40%
	0%
	60%
	22.2%
	20.8%
	21.3%

	
	2017
	0
	0
	12
	2
	2
	13
	24
	55

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	-14.3%
	0%
	-60%
	85.7%
	17.2%
	-3.5%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Valley City 
	2013
	0
	0
	1
	2
	3
	8
	35
	49

	
	2014
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	5
	45
	51

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	-100%0
	-100%
	37.5%
	28.6%
	4.1%

	
	2015
	0
	0
	1
	6
	1
	11
	37
	56

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%
	100%
	54.5%
	17.8%
	9.8%

	
	2016
	0
	0
	0
	6
	4
	16
	38
	64

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	-100%
	0%
	75%
	45.5%
	2.7%
	14.3%

	
	2017
	0
	0
	0
	3
	5
	11
	40
	59

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	-50%
	25%
	-45%
	5.26%
	-7.8%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Central City 
	2013
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	7
	55
	64

	
	2014
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	4
	45
	52

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%
	0%
	-42.9%
	-18.2%
	-18.8%

	
	2015
	0
	0
	3
	1
	1
	13
	41
	59

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	66.7
	0%
	0%
	69.2%
	8.9%
	13.5%

	
	2016
	0
	0
	0
	1
	3
	5
	24
	33

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0
	-100%
	0%
	66.7%
	-61.5%
	-41.6%
	-44.1%

	
	2017
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	7
	38
	47

	Rate of change 
	
	0%
	0%
	100%
	-100%
	-66.7%
	40%
	58.3%
	42.4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 The above table shows the analysis of data obtained from the website https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s. The table highlights crime rates in different cities in Nebraska. 
Based on the above data presented in the table, Omaha’s crime rate is still very high compared to other cities in Nebraska. However, the rate of crime has been decreasing, except for the year 2015, in which the crime rate increased by 4.02%. The other years have been experiencing decreased crime rate with 2017 witnessing about 0.98% decrease (shown by a negative value in the table) in crime rate in Omaha.
In some cities like Valley, Aurora, and Lincoln cities, the rate of crime is very low compared to Omaha, mainly because of the more advanced policing systems and approaches. In Valley city, for instance, total offense recorded in 2016 was 64 cases compared to 19,338 cases recorded in the same year in Omaha. In Lincoln City, the same year in 2016 a total of 9,736 cases were reported on different crimes compared to the 19,338 in Omaha. The others cities are recording very low crime levels because of the effective strategies and mechanisms used in fighting crime. For example, in Lincoln city, the use of technology such as smartphones is increasing the effectiveness of police officers. According to Ash (2011), despite the Lincoln police department having few police officers, technology is improving the way they operate. The use of P3i or Proactive Police Patrol Information, which uses positioning system capability, enables police officers to serve its people better and effectively. 
[bookmark: _Toc531962381]Conclusion
The findings of this research show that the crime rate in Omaha City has been low in the past five years except in 2015 when the number increased by about 4 percent. However, since the rate of crime is lower and continues to decrease, it is clear that the chief’s strategic policing style is working. However, compared to the other cities like Lincoln, Ashland, Valley, Aurora, and Central Cities, Omaha City’s crime rate is very high. This means that there is a lot that needs to be done to reduce the number to the lowest as seen in the other cities. Even though the high population in Omaha may be contributing to the problem, but the chief of police can improve the performance of the police department by encouraging technology use like in the other cities like Lincoln City where the police rely on a smartphone to help the police obtain information on the people they serve.
[bookmark: _Toc531962382]
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